
November 5 “Young Goodman Brown” discussion continued  

See prompt for essay #12 (it’s due later in the term) 

November 7 Irving, continued.  We’ll discuss “The Author’s Account of Himself”; “Traits of 

Indian Character” and “Philip of Pokanoket” 

Essay #11 due 

November 9, William Apess, The Experiences of Five Christian Indians (found here:  

http://archive.org/details/experiencesoffiv00apes).  Please look over the first chapter, which is 

Apess’s account of his own life (pages 1-21); “The Experience of Anne Wamply” (pages 48-50) 

and read CAREFULLY “The Indian’s Looking Glass for the White Man” (53-60).  We’ll spend 

most of our time on this last piece. 

 

 Essay #13 due:  Choose one of the following prompts:  a) compare and contrast the way 

Apess constructs his own life history with the life history he writes for Anne Wamply.  Given the 

differences in their upbringing, education, gender, etc., what strategies does he use to provide her 

story with dignity?  Does his attempt to treat her respectfully ever slip?  OR b) How do works of 

the imagination and/or gothic elements figure in “Indians Looking-Glass for the White Man”?  

OR c) How does Apess explore the issue of appearance/reality that we have been tracing 

throughout the term? You might think in terms of how he constructs an authoritative voice (that 

is, how does he use print to persuade people who don’t know him to his way of thinking) and/or 

you might think in terms of how he discusses the relationship of the inner- and outer-self. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

November 12 Benito Cereno  

NOTE:  you may choose to complete the original essay prompt #16 (on “Young Goodman 

Brown”) and hand your essay in on this day OR you may choose to write on the Poe story and 

hand in your essay with your final portfolio. 

November 14  Benito Cereno 

November 16 Benito Cereno 

Full portfolios handed back in preparation for Final Portfolio. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

November 19 Edgar Allan Poe, “Murders in the Rue Morgue.”  You can find a link to the 

original Graham’s Magazine, April 1841 publication of this story through the Purdue Libraries.  

I will send out the link through our class email listserv.   

http://archive.org/details/experiencesoffiv00apes


Essay #16, Poe version:  Consider the context of the April 1841 edition of Graham’s Magazine.  

Look at the works that surround Poe’s story; compare and contrast their form, style, topics or 

sentiments to that of Poe’s work.   

November 21 THANKSGIVING 

November 23 THANKSGIVING 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

November 26 Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin  

November 28 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

November 30 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Final Portfolios due 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

December 3 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

December 5 Uncle Tom’s Cabin and excerpt from Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a 

Slave Girl (I will put the file for the latter title on our Blackboard account) 

December 7 Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address.  You can find a link to the 

transcript here:  http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38.  Whitman, 

“America”; the link is here:  http://whitmanarchive.org/published/periodical/poems/per.00081.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Final exam is scheduled for Friday, December 14, 7-9 pm in HEAV 206. 

You may choose to take the exam on Monday, December 10, 9-11 am in HEAV 109, but you 

must sign up with me in advance for that exam time.  

 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38
http://whitmanarchive.org/published/periodical/poems/per.00081

